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AN: ACT 


RELATIVE TO THE RIDGEWAY BRANCH OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA LIBRARY. 


SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the 
authority of the same, That the Library Company of Phila- 
delphia be, and they are hereby authorized to act as trustees 
for the Ridgway branch of the Philadelphia Library and the 
trusts pertaining thereto, under the last will and codicils of 
James Rush, late of the City of Philadelphia, Doctor of 
Medicine, upon the conditions and provisions therein con- 
tained, without limitation as to the yearly value or income of 
the said trust estate, but in such manner that the real and 
personal property of the company, including such books, pic- 
tures, statues and other works of literature and art as now 
are or shall hereafter be held by them in their own right, or 
on any other of [or] different trusts, shall be in no wise affected 
thereby, but shall remain and be under their own entire and 3 
exclusive control and disposition; and the said company are 


hereby empowered, after acceptance of this act by the mem- 
bers of the said company, to apply from time to time to the 
Court of Common Pleas for the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, for such further amendments to the charter of the com- 
pany as may be necessary to carry into effect the conditions 
and provisions of the said will and codicils in accordance 
with the directions of this act. 


B. B. STRONG, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


CHAS. H. STINSON, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


Approved the twenty-third day of February, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy. 


JNO. W. GEARY. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER-OF 
THE-LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADEbPHFA. 


I. The Library Company of Philadelphia shall hereafter 
be held and taken to possess all such powers and capacities as 
may be necessary to enable them to act as trustees under the 
will of the late Dr. James Rush, according to the provisions 
of an Act of the General Assemby of the Commonwealth, 
approved on the twenty-third day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy (1870), entitled “An Act rela- 
tive to the Ridgway Branch of the Philadelphia Library." 

II. So long as the Library Company shall act as such 

: trustees, they shall do so under the following limitations and 
eonditions: 

First. Not more than one-fourth of the Directors of the 
Library shall belong to any one of the three learned profes- 
sions of law, theology or medicine; but this shall not operate 
so as to exclude from re-election any of those who were mem- 
bers of the board at the time of the death of the said Dr. James 
Rush. i 


Second. The number of shares in the Library shall be 
limited to those actually issued at the time of the death of 
Dr. Rush ; but the managers by their by-laws, shall have the 
authority to allow any respectable persons depositing an 
amount and paying an annual sum, to be fixed by the Board 
of Managers, to have the full and free use of the Library as 
completely as if they were shareholders. 


Third. The Library shall not connect themselves with any 
other body, corporate or politic. 
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